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Synopsis

Marcia! Marcia! Marcia!Marcia Brady, eldest daughter on television’s The Brady Bunch, had it
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alla "style, looks, boys, brains, and talent. No wonder her younger sister Jan was jealous! For
countless adolescents across America who came of age in the early 1970s, Marcia was the ideal
American teenager. Girls wanted to be her. Boys wanted to date her. But what viewers didn’t know
about the always-sunny, perfect Marcia was that offscreen, her real-life counterpart, Maureen
McCormick, the young actress who portrayed her, was living a very differenta and
not-so-wonderfula "life. Now, for the very first time, Maureen tells the shocking and inspirational true
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story of the beloved teen generations have invited into their living roomsé ”"and the woman she
became.In Here’s the Story, Maureen takes us behind the scenes of America’s favorite television
family, the Bradys. With poignancy and candor, she reveals the lifelong friendships, the hurtful
jealousies, the offscreen romance, the loving support her television family provided during a
life-or-death moment, and the inconsolable loss of a man who had been a second father. But The
Brady Bunch was only the beginning. Haunted by the perfection of her television alter ego, Maureen
landed on the dark side, caught up in a fast-paced, drug-fueled, star-studded Hollywood existence
that ultimately led to the biggest battle of her life.Moving from drug dens on Wonderland Avenue to
wild parties at the Playboy mansion and exotic escapades on the beaches of Hawaii, this candid,
hard-hitting memoir exposes a side of a beloved pop-culture icon the paparazzi missed. Yet it is
also a story of remarkable success. After kicking her drug habit, Maureen battled depression,
reconnected with her mother, whom she nursed through the end of her life, and then found herself
in a pitched battle for her family in which she ultimately triumphed.There is no question: Maureen
McCormick is a survivor. After fifty years, she has finally learned what it means to love the person
you are, insight that has brought her peace in a happy marriage and as a mother. Here’s the Story
is the empowering, engaging, shocking, and emotional tale of Maureen McCormick’s courageous
struggle over adversity and her lifelong battle to come to terms with the idea of perfectiona "and

herself.
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Customer Reviews

The Brady Bunch was a show that | discovered only in reruns as | was a little young when it first
aired. By the time | did watch it, | was in my teens and thought the whole show was a bit of a joke
and could not understand its cult following - however, over the years, it somehow kept resurfacing
and despite myself, | got to know a little bit about each of the Brady kids. When | saw that Maureen
McCormick was publishing her memoirs, | thought it would be interesting to read as | always thought
she was the most interesting character on the show - and always felt that there was alot lurking
behind the "good girl, hair of gold Brady".As soon as | started reading, | absolutely fell in love with
the pace, the tone and the overall story being told. The first thing | noticed (and was eternally
grateful for) was that although Maureen does touch on her childhood, she does not go on and on
about it for half the book. She basically gives us the highlights (which includes some surprising facts
about her siblings and her parents) and then moves on to her early career. Yes, she does spend
some time on her "Brady days" but tends to gloss over some of the key elements that | believe
would have been fun to read. She does go into quite alot of detail about the
"crushes/kissing/fondling" that happened among the Brady kids, but | would have liked to hear more
about the dynamics behind the scene - that did not necessarily relate to the teenage lust that
seemed to be rampant. | would have like to find out more about the chemistry of the actors, some
funny onset stories would have been nice. There is a minimal amount of this type of thing - it seems
as though the Brady kids were all about "teenage lust" which is okay - but | felt there could have

been a little bit more substance here.



| gave this 3 stars because | felt it was a good, quick read, but nothing I'd read over and over again
or have a need to own. | was impressed with most of her writing; there was nothing fancy about it
but she didn’t try to pretend to be some experienced writer and | liked that.What | really liked is that
she gets to the interesting stuff right away. So often, biographies start so far back and take forever
to get to the part where things start to get interesting. Instead, McCormick really only spends a short
chapter giving a background on her family and then weaves them into the picture throughout the
book as necessary, until they become the focus later on.She’s had some of the already-seen
struggles of a child celebrity such as bulimia and cocaine addiction. In fact, be forewarned if you're
hoping to find Marcia Brady inside Maureen McCormick. The good girl you saw on the small screen
is a bad girl off-screen for much of her 20s. Her plain-spoken manner lends itself well to the story,
and aside from being a celebrity, she actually comes across as pretty down-to-earth (minus the
heavy-duty vices she elaborates on in the book).Later, though, she talks about challenges of claims
of elder abuse by her psychotic brother and her senile father, and it goes into a pitiful account of her
struggles with that. Knowing some of her struggles may keep others as interested as | was in my
eagerness to keep reading more. Still, she seems powerless in a lot of situations and it's hard to
always pick up from her writing just how she got to be that way.The parts about the Bradys were the

best, and if that's what you're looking for, then this is a worthwhile venture.
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